1. Mercantilism is an economic practiced from 16th to 18th century, the currency was gold and silver. The use of gold and silver was mainly mined, but if the country wasn't able on make more of this currency then it should be found making luxury goods. Luxury goods was the best for trading the currency and seeing who had the most of the currency and who was the wealthier country. Europe countries started setting up colonial to help send over more raw materials back home. The colonial was setup in the west and south Africa mainly as the head two. This would influence slavery on to those colonies with the Triangle Trade. To explain this to the west would give gold and sugar to buy the slaves. The slaves would be sent to America to work on cash crops then have them sent back to Europe for more luxury goods. This was created after the plague of smallpox hitting Europe, killing 400,000 Europeans.
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Response 
I agree with you that the setting up of colonies were made for exchange of goods/items and slaves. The wealthier countries that did not have local material to manufacture the items used to get them from the less developed countries and manufacture luxury goods/ items. For example, South Africa used to be a good source for raw gold that would be exchanged with items from the colonial masters. The colonial masters would then proceed to manufacture luxury good with the gold. The developing country with then get items such as salt, clothes in exchange of mining products/slaves.
2. Mercantilism is an old economic system in which governments wealth came from the amount of gold and silver reserves they had.Colonies became vital, because the more colonies you have equaled the more land you had, giving you more resources. creating less dependence on foreign countries and more foreign dependence on your country because of the greater resource pool you have. An example of this that I found,was Britain's Navigation Acts. The Navigation Acts restricted the trade of colonies to only their mother country (Britain). Using the American colonies as an example this prevented them from trading with French Quebec, New Spain, ect. (Legaldictionary/mercantilism).
This strict economic authoritarianism led to smuggling between the colonies, giving rise to all the criminal activities associated with smuggling like piracy. This type of economic system also created a greater demand for labor. In order for the colonies to meet the host countries demands they required cheap labor to gather more resources and there's no form of cheaper labor than slavery. And in some cases an unfortunate arrangement developed between Europeans people's like the Dahomey and Asante, slaves for guns (national archive/exhibition/blackpresence). This allowed Devious and ambitious men found in all societies to rise to power in their respective regions through conflict and war. Of course this is only one example in a much larger event
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Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is true the colonial masters were very keen on colonizing a larger part were they could get all what they wanted in exchange of their goods. The larger the colony symbolized the power of the colonial master and the more the colonial master was able to acquire more items from the colonized countries/areas. This type of economic system you have stated in your post meant that a greater demand for labor was needed by the colonies in order to meet their demands. The colonies saw the only way to get cheap labor in order to gather more resources was the use of slavery. In order to get more materials the colonial masters also used other unscrupulous ways to gain wealth such as smuggling and so forth. 



